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SECRETARY’S  REPORT. 


During  the  past  year  the  Library  has  moved  on  with  a  steady 
growth  in  intrinsic  value,  as  well  as  in  usefulness  to  this  community. 
The  Board  of  Agents  have  endeavored  to  so  manage  its  affairs  as  to 
provide  sufficient  new  reading  matter,  and  also  add  to  the  principal 
of  the  Fund.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  shows  an  increase  of 
$4,500  during  the  past  year,  making  a  total  gain  of  $18,750  since 
the  appointment  of  the  first  Board  of  Agents,  in  1868,  and  the  total 
now  held  as  principal  is  $206,750. 

Frederick  R.  Sanford  still  receives  the  benefit  of  the  Holmes 
Scholarship  in  the  Academical  department  of  Yale  College,  and  that 
in  the  Scientific  department  is  now  vacant.  During  the  past  year 
William  Coe  Holmes  has  enjoyed  its  benefits,  but  has  now  left  the 
Scientific  School. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1876,  the  terms  of  office  of  Nelson  J.  Welton 
and  Nathan  Dikeman,  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Agents,  expired, 
and  at  the  city  election,  held  in  October,  1875,  William  Brown  and 
Charles  Benedict  were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian  contains  full  details  of  the  last  year’s 
work,  and  shows  gratifying  progress.  To  this  we  refer  for  all  statis¬ 
tical  facts,  and  other  information  which  should  be  known  by  every 
one  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  Library. 

T.  I.  DRIGGS, 

Secretary. 


Waterbary,  October  1,  1876. 
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LIBRARIAJSTS  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Agents  of  the  Silas  Bronson  Library : 

Gentlemen  :  The  following  Report  on  the  condition  of  the  Bron¬ 
son  Library,  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1876,  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted : 

Beyond  the  usual  statistical  matter  which  it  is  my  duty  annually 
to  lay  before  you,  there  is  little  for  me  to  communicate. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  no  extraordinary  changes 
in  the  condition  or  management  of  the  Library,  if  I  except  the  re¬ 
tirement  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Root,  so  long  connected  with  it  as  Assistant 
Librarian.  Mr.  Root  left  a  few  days  after  the  date  of  my  last  Report, 
to  pursue  his  studies  in  the  Law  School,  and  Mr.  John  Fitzpatrick, 
chosen  to  fill  his  place,  has  performed  the  duties  of  Assistant  to  my 
entire  satisfaction.  The  place  of  Evening  Assistant,  made  vacant 
by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick’s  promotion,  has,  except  for  a  part  of  the  Sum¬ 
mer,  been  efficiently  filled  by  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Lane.  During  Mr. 
Lane’s  absence  my  son  Frank  has  rendered  assistance  in  receiving 
and  giving  out  books. 

There  were  in  the  Library  at  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  exclusive 
of  duplicates,  19,426  bound  volumes.  The  additions  during  the 
year  have  been  2,320  volumes,  making  a  total  of  21,746  volumes. 
The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Fletcher’s 
first  Report,  June  1,  1870,  two  months  after  the  opening  of  the 
Library  to  the  public,  was  11,096.  The  additions  since  have  been 
as  follows:  first  year,  1,538;  second  (15  months),  1,883 1  third,  *,536; 
fourth,  1,756;  fifth,  1,619;  sixth,  2,320.  The  large  addition  made 
this  year  results  from  the  purchase  of  several  sets  of  valuable  English 
Reviews  and  Magazines. 
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The  purchases  of  the  year  were  published  as  follows : 


Foreign  Publications, 

1,233 

vols. 

Foreign  Periodicals,  bound, 

80 

“  —1,313 

American  Publications, 

933 

American  Periodicals,  bound, 

74 

“  —1,007 

Total,  .... 

2,320 

The  number  of  bound  volumes  presented  to  the  Library  is  159. 
A  list  of  donors  is  appended  to  this  Report. 

The  titles  of  some  of  the  more  important  purchases  of  the  year 
are  given  in  the  following  list. 

Agassiz’s  Contributions  to  the  Natural  History  of  the  U.  S.,  4  vols.  40. 
Antonius  &  Caldani’s  Anatomical  Plates,  Plates  4  vols.  folio.  Text  5  vols.  4°. 
Appleton’s  American  Encyclopedia,  new  edition,  16  vols.  8°. 

Arber’s  Reprints  of  Early  English  Literature,  9  vols.  160. 

Baker’s  Origin  and  Antiquity  of  Engraving,  40. 

Bancroft’s  Native  Races  of  the  Pacific  States,  5  vols.  8°. 

Barre,  M.  &  H.  Roux’s  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  8  vols.  8°. 

Bentham’s  Hand-book  of  the  British  Flora,  2  vols.  8°. 

Bewick’s  Wood  Cuts,  40. 

Brandon’s  Analysis  of  Gothic  Architecture,  2  vols.  40. 

Brehm’s  Book  of  Birds,  4  vols.  sm.  40. 

Brightley’s  Digest  of  the  New  York  Law  Reports,  2  vols.  8°. 

Burnet’s  History  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  his  Own  Times,  13  vols.  8°. 
Case’s  Wall  Map  of  the  United  States. 

Carter’s  Ancient  Architecture  of  England,  folio. 

Curtis’  Botanical  Magazine,  1787  to  1827,  32  vols.  8°. 

Dawson’s  Historical  Magazine,  complete  to  1874,  22  vols.  8°. 

Decan  dolle’s  Prodromus  Systematis  Naturalis,  15  vols.  8°. 

Deschanel’s  Natural  Philosophy,  8°. 

Edinburgh  Review,  complete  to  1875,  140  vols.  8°. 

Emerson’s  Trees  and  Shrubs  of  Massachusetts,  2d  edition,  2  vols.  8°. 
Flaxman’s  Anatomical  Studies,  folio. 

Fraser’s  Magazine,  complete,  86  vols.  8°. 

Gray’s  Atlas  of  the  United  States,  folio. 

Griffith  &  Henfrey’s  Micrographic  Dictionary,  new  edition,  2  vols.  8°. 

Guizot’s  L’Histoire  de  France,  5  vols.  8°. 

Gunther  (Editor).  The  Zoological  Record,  1864  to  1870,  7  vols.  8° 

Haeckel’s  History  of  Creation,  2  vols.  8°. 

Hamerton’s  Unknown  River  (3d  edition),  8°. 

Helmholtz’s  Sensations  of  Tone,  8°. 

Hobbes’  Picture  Collector’s  Manual,  2  vols.  8°. 

Holmes’  System  of  Surgery,  5  vols.  8°. 
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Humphreys’  Masterpieces  of  early  Printers  and  Engravers,  folio. 

Ben  Jonson’s  Works  (Edition  1875),  9  vols.  8°. 

Owen  Jones’  Grammar  of  Ornament,  40. 

King’s  Study  Book  of  Medieval  Architecture,  4  vols.  40. 

Linnean  Society  of  London.  Journal  and  Proceedings,  15  vols.  8°. 

Mclan,  R.  R.,  Clans  of  Scottish  Highlands,  2  vols.  40. 

Meyrick  &  Skelton’s  Antient  Armour,  5  vols.  40. 

Michael  Angelo.  Sixty  Outline  Drawings,  40. 

Monthly  Review,  155  vols.  8°. 

Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  Hist,  of  British  Orders  of  Knighthood,  4  vols.  40. 
English  and  Foreign  Costumes,  40. 

Paxton’s  Magazine  of  Botany.  16  vols.  8°. 

Perkins’  Italian  and  Tuscan  Sculptors,  3  vols.  40. 

Pyne’s  Etchings  of  Rustic  Figures,  40. 

Rogers’  Poetical  Works,  L.  P.,  best  edition,  40. 

Rosengarten’s  Hand-book  of  Architectural  Styles,  8°. 

Rouselet’s  India  and  its  Native  Princes,  40. 

Ruskin’s  Fors  Clavigera.  All  yet  published,  4  vols.  8°. 

Sachs’  Text  Book  of  Botany,  8°. 

Mrs.  Shedd’s  Famous  Painters  and  Paintings,  8°. 

Thorwaldsen.  Outline  Engravings  of  his  Works,  4  vols.  40. 

Album.  28  Photographic  Plates,  40. 

Viollet  le  Due.  Annals  of  a  Fortress,  8°. 

Habitations  of  Man  in  All  Ages,  8°. 

Westwood’s  Index  Entomologicus,  8°. 

Wood’s  Index  Testaceologicus,  8°. 

Wornum’s  Turner  Gallery,  40. 

Scientific  American.  The  gift  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  A.  Wells,  26  vols.  folio. 

I  may  say,  in  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the  books  pur¬ 
chased,  that  a  very  large  proportion  are  of  real  and  permanent  value, 
and  that  works  of  fiction,  including  juveniles,  form  only  one-tenth  of 
the  whole. 

The  library  has  been  open  three  hundred  and  seven  days,  having 
been  closed,  besides  the  usual  holidays,  two  days  for  the  dusting 
and  rearranging  of  the  books.  With  the  Reading  Room  and  Lobby 
on  the  same  floor  as  the  Circulating  Library,  it  is  impossible  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  accumulation  of  dust  on  the  books  and  shelves,  and  this 
annual  dusting,  though  injurious,  is  absolutely  necessary.  It  will  be 
well,  in  plans  for  a  new  building,  to  place  both  these  adjuncts  of  the 
Library  as  far  as  practicable  from  the  books. 

The  number  of  books  issued  to  borrowers  was  larger  than  last 
year,  being  65,068  against  63,008  volumes. 
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The  annual  circulation,  beginning  with  September  i,  1870,  five 
months  after  the  opening  of  the  Library,  has  been  as  follows : 


First  year. 
Second  year, 
Third  year, 
Fourth  year, 
Fifth  year, 
Sixth  year, 


71, 740  vols. 
61,374  “ 
56,848  “ 

67,775  “ 

63.008  “ 

65,068  “ 


Adding  the  number  borrowed  in  the  first  five  months,  28,791,  we 
find  a  total  of  414,604  volumes. 

Looking  from  another  standpoint,  at  this  use  of  the  books,  viz.: 
the  comparative  use  of  the  different  classes  of  books,  we  find  the 
percentage  in  the  several  years  as  follows.  I  begin  with  the  se¬ 
cond  year  : 


1871-2. 

1872-3. 

1873-4. 

1874-5. 

1875-6 

General  Literature, 

7-5 

9-4 

10.2 

94 

9-7 

Prose  Fiction, 

53-8 

52.7 

51-7 

53-7 

55- 

Juveniles,  . 

27-5 

27- 

26.4 

25.6 

22. 

Science,  .... 

2.4 

2-5 

2.4 

2.4 

2-9 

History,  .  .  .  . 

2.5 

2-5 

2.4 

2.4 

2-9 

Travels,  .... 

2.8 

2.6 

2-7 

3-i 

2.6 

Biography,  . 

1.6 

1.4 

17 

1.6 

1-7 

Political  and  Social  Science, 

r.  1 

•9 

•  7 

•  7 

•4 

Religion,  .  .  .  . 

.8 

•9 

•7 

•  7 

•  7 

French  and  German  works, 

1. 1 

1. 1 

1. 1 

This  table  reveals  one  fact  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention. 
It  is  that  the  circulation  of  juveniles  has  decreased  every  year  since 
the  opening  of  the  Library.  In  1871-2  it  was  27^  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  circulation.  This  year  it  is  only  22  per  cent.  This  difference 
of  5^  per  cent,  means  that  in  the  average  annual  circulation  of  about 
64,000  volumes,  3,500  less  were  drawn  this  year  than  in  1871-2. 
Several  causes  might  be  named  which  probably  contribute  to  this 
result,  but  a  principal  one  I  believe  to  be  a  growing  taste  among 
the  young  for  a  better  kind  of  reading. 

The  average  daily  circulation  this  year  has  been  212  volumes. 
Last  year  it  was  204.  The  number  of  new  names  enrolled  was  550, 
and  the  total  number  registered  is  6,260. 

Of  the  6,260  cards  issued  to  borrowers,  about  1,400  have  been 
left  in  the  Library  by  their  owners.  The  owners  of  many  are  dead, 
or  have  left  the  place,  and  many  cards  have  been  placed  here  for 


IO 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  AGENTS 


safe  keeping  till  again  wanted,  but  nearly,  or  quite,  one-half  of  them 
are  held  for  fines.  These  fines  are  mostly  for  very  small  amounts — 
in  a  great  number  of  cases  not  exceeding  three  cents — -but  small  as 
this  sum  is,  it  equals,  it  would  seem,  the  value  these  card  owners 
place  upon  the  use  of  the  Library. 

This  lack  of  a  just  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  good  library  is 
not  confined  to  our  city.  The  privilege  of  drawing  books  from  the 
Springfield  Public  Library  is  secured  by  the  annual  payment  of  one 
dollar.  The  Library  is  an  excellent  one,  and  is  promptly  supplied 
with  new  publications,  yet  out  of  about  30,000  inhabitants  only  1,150 
subscribers  were  enrolled  last  year. 

1,400  different  cards  were  presented  for  books  in  the  month  of 
August,  this  year,  and  it  is  safe  to  estimate  the  total  number  used 
during  the  year  at  2,500. 

The  number  of  books  and  periodicals  called  for  in  the  Reading 
Rooms  was  4,068  books  and  472  periodicals.  The  number  sent  to 
the  bindery  for  repairs  was  525.  Only  a  few  of  these  required  new 
covers.  The  number  of  new  books  and  periodicals  bound  was  275. 
The  number  newly  covered,  3, 113 — against  4,522  last  year.  This 
difference  results  from  our  having  used  a  better  quality  of  paper. 

The  amount  of  fines  collected  on  books  overdue  was  $307.28,  an 
average  of  one  dollar  a  day,  and  a  larger  sum  than  ever  received 
before  from  the  same  source. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  worn-out  books  have  been  added  to 
the  condemned  list. 

The  annual  examination  shows  that  37  volumes  are  missing. 
Some  of  these  will  probably  be  found,  but  a  few  have  disappeared 
under  circumstances  that  leave  little  hope  of  their  recovery. 

As  the  utmost  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  loss  of  books 
through  the  borrowers,  immediate  notice  having  been  sent  to  all 
persons  holding  books  more  than  30  days,  requesting  their  return  ; 
and  as  extra  care  in  charging  and  discharging  books  has  been 
taken,  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  some  of  the  books  must 
have  been  stolen.  It  may  become  necessary  to  exclude  from  the 
rooms  up  stairs  all  persons  except  such  as  ask  permission  to  enter 
them,  a  course  not  hitherto  deemed  necessary. 

All  the  shelf-room  in  the  Library  is  now  filled,  and  it  is  not 
deemed  safe  to  place  any  more  weight  upon  the  upper  floors.  One 
or  two  cases  can,  by  crowding,  be  placed  upon  the  lower  floor. 
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The  Gentlemen’s  Reading  Room  is  seldom,  if  ever,  without  visit¬ 
ors,  and  occasionally  in  the  day  time,  and  almost  always  in  the 
evening,  is  uncomfortably  crowded.  Many  come  in  to  read,  and 
finding  no  room,  go  away,  and  it  is  no  unusual  thing  to  see  from  two 
to  six  persons  trying  to  read  the  same  evening  paper  at  the  same 
time.  If  the  Reading  Room  was  five  times  as  large,  it  would  be  filled 
for  two  or  three  hours  every  evening. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  Report  I  had  just  begun  to  make  a  card 
catalogue  of  the  pamphlets  in  the  Library.  This  work  is  now  nearly 
completed.  Nearly  eleven  hundred  auction  and  booksellers’  cata¬ 
logues,  and  seventeen  hundred  miscellaneous  pamphlets,  have  been 
catalogued,  and  two  or  three  hundred  remain  to  be  catalogued. 
These  pamphlets,  nearly  useless  till  now,  will  be  of  easy  reference 
when  the  catalogue  is  complete. 

The  Library  has  received,  from  time  to  time,  from  different  per¬ 
sons,  more  or  less  complete  files  of  papers  and  magazines.  The 
most  important  gift  of  this  kind  during  the  year  was  a  file  of  the 
Scientific  American,  containing  twenty-six  consecutive  volumes,  and 
several  parts  of  volumes,  presented  by  the  late  Joseph  A.  Wells  a 
few  days  before  his  death.  This  really  valuable  gift  enables  us  to 
complete  our  set  of  this  paper  to  December,  1875 

The  card  catalogue  for  bound  volumes  is  complete,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  less  than  a  hundred  volumes  of  our  latest  purchases. 
The  annual  supplement  to  the  printed  catalogue  is  ready  for  the  ’ 
press. 

A  great  amount  of  information  upon  a  vast  variety  of  subjects  is 
contained  in  the  various  bound  volumes  of  Reviews  and  Magazines 
already  in  the  Library.  Many  of  these  works  have  no  general  index, 
and  to  examine  them  volume  by  volume  would  be  a  tedious  if  not 
an  impracticable  task.  With  a  view  to  render  their  contents  easily 
accessible,  I  have  begun  a  Reference  Catalogue,  under  a  system  of 
classification  by  subjects,  similar  to  that  of  Burnet’s  Catalogue. 

I  give  first,  the  author’s  name ;  second,  more  or  less  fully  the  title 
of  the  article,  followed  by  references  to  the  work  where  found,  the 
volume,  the  page,  the  number  of  pages  it  fills,  and  lastly  the  date  of 
publication.  Blanks  are  left  for  shelf  numbers  when  the  new  build¬ 
ing  shall  furnish  a  permanent  place  for  the  volumes. 

The  value  of  such  a  catalogue,  when  it  shall  contain  all  the  mat¬ 
ter  not  otherwise  catalogued,  will  appear  when  I  state  that  I  have 
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already  entered  nearly  two  hundred  titles  under  the  head  of  “Astron¬ 
omy,”  and  that  ten  minutes  spent  in  examining  these  titles  will  enable 
the  student  to  determine  whether  what  he  wants  upon  this  subject  is 
in  the  Library,  a  work  that  would  otherwise  require  hours,  if  not  days, 
to  find  out.  It  will  require  much  time  and  much  careful  and  labor¬ 
ious  study  to  complete  this  catalogue,  even  as  the  Library  now  is, 
and  additions  must  constantly  be  made.  Of  all  this  I  was  fully 
aware  before  I  began  the  work,  but  the  determination  to  make  every 
thing  in  the  Library  as  useful  as  possible  to  the  community  led  me 
to  undertake  it. 

The  use  of  the  Reference  Library  is  still  increasing,  being  much 
greater  this  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  the  large  number  of  vis¬ 
itors  from  the  schools  in  the  city  shows  how  highly  students  value 
this  department. 

A  slow  but  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  the  better  classes  of 
books  is  shown  by  our  statistics,  and  there  are  few,  if  any,  institu¬ 
tions  among  us  that  are  doing  more  to  educate  and  elevate  the  com¬ 
munity  than  the  Bronson  Library. 

H.  F.  BASSETT,  Librarian. 

Waterbary,  Sept  i,  1876. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Books  taken  from  the  Library  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1876, 
compared  with  the  circulation  for  the  Dars  ending  August  31,  1874 
and  1875 : 


1876 

1875. 

1874. 

First  Quarter,  ending  Nov. 

30, 

1875,  . 

14,335 

1. 5194 

14,041 

Second 

“  “  Feb. 

28, 

1S76, 

•  20,913 

17,248 

22,236 

Third 

“  “  May 

3i. 

1876,  . 

16,958 

17,294 

18.695 

Fourth 

“  Aug. 

3L 

1876, 

.  1 2,  S 1 2 

13,272 

1 2, 795 

Total, 

65,068 

63,008 

67,767 

Books  and  Periodicals  used  in  the  Reading  Rooms  : 


First  Quarter,  Books, 

“  “  Periodicals, 

Second  Quarter,  Books, 

“  .  “  Periodicals, 

Third  Quarter,  Books, 

“  “  Periodicals. 

Fourth  Quarter,  Books, 

“  “  Periodicals, 


1,115 

63 

1,814 

150 

668 

133 

47i 

126 


Total  of  Books  and  Periodicals, 


4,540 


H 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  AGENTS 


APPENDIX  B. 


Donations  to  the  Library,  1875-6. 


DONOR. 

- - , - t  j 

PAM  PHLKTS. 

BOOKS. 

Alcott,  Mrs.  G.  G. ,  Thomaston,  , . 

56 

American  Geographical  Society, 

2 

Bassett,  H.  F. 

5 

Blake,  Prof. 

I 

Boston  Public  Library, 

5 

Bunnell,  H.  H.,  New  Haven, 

2 

Bureau  of  Education, 

. 

1 

Garter,  C.  H.  . 

2 

1 

Clark,  R.  &  Co.,  Cincinnati, 

2 

1 

Cobden  Club, 

1 

Dikeman,  N. 

8 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

1 

Framingham  Public  Library, 

[ 

Hoadly,  J.  C.,  Hartford, 

6 

Judd  &  White.  New  Haven, 

1 

Kellogg,  Hon.  S.  W. 

12 

Kendrick,  Hon.  Greene 

21 

Peabody  Institute,  Salem,  Mass., 

Seymour,  F.  W.,  Detroit, 

1 

Sinding,  Prof.  Paul  C. 

1 

Smithsonian  Institute, 

2 

United  States  Government, 

2 

88 

Wells,  J.  A. 

26 

Wooster,  H.  B. 

1 

Wyman,  Eugene  . 

5 

10 

Yale  College, 

1 

Unknown, 

2 

2 

— 

— 

in 

159 

OF  THE  BRONSON  LIBRARY  FUND. 


15 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


F.  J.  KINGSBURY,  TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  BRONSON 

LIBRARY  FUND. 

DR. 


On  hand  at  last  report,  .... 

$520.76 

Received  for  Interest  and  Rent, 

13,3^8.23 

Received  for  Fines,  .... 

307.2S 

Catalogues,  Books  and  Papers  sold,  . 

84.50 

Loans  paid,  .  .  .  . 

.  .  .  30,500.00 

Bonds  sold,  ..... 

5,000.00 

$49,800.77 

CR. 

Loans  made,  ..... 

$30,000.00 

Bonds  bought,  . 

10,000.00 

Accrued  Interest  on  Bonds, 

►H 

u\ 

b 

c 

Orders  paid,  viz.: 

Books,  ...... 

•  §4,308.73 

Binding,  ...... 

559-53 

Catalogues,  ..... 

66.54 

Expense,  .  . 

55.06 

Fuel  and  Lights.  .... 

559-73 

Furniture.  ...... 

112.05 

Insurance,  .  .  .  . 

188.00 

Papers  and  Periodicals.  .  .  .  . 

.  262.74 

Papers,  ..... 

86. 30 

Repairs  of  Buildings, 

32.01 

Labor,  ...... 

3,198-11 

Stationery  and  Postage,  .  .  .  . 

12.42 

Transportation,  .... 

64.69—9,558.91 

Cash  on  hand 

66.86 

$49,800.77 

The  Principal  is  in%rested  as  follows  : 

* 

Loans  secured  by  Mortgage, 

$100,500.00 

Waterbury  City  Bonds,  .... 

92,000.00 

Real  Estate,  ..... 

14,250.00 

$206,750.00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  KINGSBURY,  Treasurer. 
Waterbary,  Conn.,  Sept.  30,  1876. 


